Carl Rogers and Humans as Images of God
Jesus would hold, I suggest, from the first chapter of the Book of Genesis, that humans are created in the image and likeness of God:

            God





Humans

	God is perfectly good.
	Humans as images of God tend to the good of self-actualization but need help from others 

	God is perfect knowledge of the truth of the Divine Self and all creation
	Humans as images of God tend to actualize knowledge of the truth of self and of other persons and realities, but need help (truth and love) from others.

	 God is perfect love of the Divine Self overflowing generously into love of all creation.
	Humans as images of God tend to actualize generous love of self and others, but need help (truth and love) from others.


If enemies are made in the image and likeness of God, then loving enemies will change their behavior from that of enemies into that of friends precisely because they tend to the good of self-actualization of the knowledge of truth and the choice of generous love of others, and true genuine unconditional acceptance and empathy from another is precisely their deepest need.  When that need is fulfilled, then they can self-actualize in truth and generous love of self and others.
Carl Rogers was deeply religious as a Christian and attended a Protestant Seminary to become a minister, but he left that school and went on to take a doctorate in psychology.  Nevertheless, even though he never refers to his religious beliefs in his writings, his concept of humans was deeply influenced by his thinking of humans as created in the image and likeness of God.  We can see this influence in his own summation of his theory:
· 1. The individual has an inherent tendency toward actualizing one's organic potentialities. 
· 2. The individual has the capacity and tendency to symbolizze perceptual and emotional experiences accurately in awareness. (The individual tends to keep one's self-concept congruent with one's experience under the proper conditions.)
· 3. The individual has a need for positive regard. 
· 4. The individual has a need for self-regard. 
· 5. Tendencies 1 and 2 are most fully realized when needs 3 and 4 are met.
	1. The individual has an inherent tendency toward actualizing one's organic potentialities. 

	Humans as images of God tend to the good of self-actualization but need help from others 

	2. The individual has the capacity and tendency to symbolize perceptual and emotional experiences accurately in awareness. (The individual tends to keep one's self-concept congruent with one's experience under the proper conditions.)

	Humans as images of God tend to actualize knowledge of the truth of self and of other persons and realities, but need help (truth and love) from others.

	· 3. The individual has a need for positive regard. 
· 4. The individual has a need for self-regard. 
· 5. Tendencies 1 and 2 are most fully realized when needs 3 and 4 are met.
	Humans as images of God tend to actualize generous love of self and others, but need help (truth and love) from others.


The religious background for the Rogerian concept of humans is found in his concept of unconditional positive regard.  Such unconditional positive regard, in religious terms, is the infinite, that is, the not finite, the not conditional, love that God can offer to humans and that even humans at times can offer to each other.
In my graduate studies, I was deeply influenced by my study of Socrates’ commitment to the examined way of life and by my study of the Rogerian principles of unconditional empathy for and acceptance of others as the key condition for their self-actualization of the examined way of life.
