	

	
PHIL 101-0006
(16475)
INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY (Lecture)
40
TuTh 8:00AM - 9:15AM
Moody Hall 0109
Jan 9, 2017-
May 4, 2017

PHIL 101-0007
(16476)
INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY (Lecture)
40
TuTh 12:30PM - 1:45PM
Moody Hall 0109
Jan 9, 2017-
May 4, 2017


	 These two sections are combined into one section for Canvas access as 0006.


Dr. William O’Meara        omearawm@jmu.edu          568-6547        Cleveland 102
Office:  T-Th 3:15-3:45 and by appointment.  I greatly prefer email contact.

Goals of the Course

The main goal of the course is explore the examined way of life in major areas of philosophy.

The learning objectives include analysis of:

Introduction to Socrates and the Examined Way of Life

Major Theories of Ethics

Major Theories of Determinism and Freedom in Human Nature

Major Theories of Social and Political Philosophy

Rationalism, Pragmatism and Existentialism on Theism and Atheism

We will have lectures, readings and discussions of various philosophers.

Nature of Course Content
The course explores the thought of selected major philosophers.  

Course tests and assignments are identified in the syllabus.  Any major paper will be given with a long notice, but probably no long paper will be assigned.  Final examination for section 6 is Thursday, 8-10, May 4, and for section 7, Tuesday,  1030-1230, May 2, in our classroom.
Requirements and Policies
Texts:  
William O’Meara, Course Packet #  9, Bookstore, Introduction to Philosophy 
Many Resources Available on Canvas in our course under Modules, and by Distributed Handouts
Course Requirements
Answering of Questions Assigned for Discussion and Writing of Short Papers Assigned for Discussion.  Satisfactory Completion of these assignments and of the discussions will earn you a C absolutely, regardless of any test scores or grades on a major paper.
Exams and Possible Long Paper:  4 Tests, 1 Long Paper possibly and a Final Examination worth 1 Test.   Your average on all of this will determine if you can earn a grade above a C
Attendance is required because there is writing and discussion in every class.  Penalty of –1% for second class missed and --2% for every class thereafter.  Illness and serious family visits are not penalized.

10 Point Grading Scale: 95-100 is A, 91-94 is A-, 88-90 is B+, 85-87 is B, 81-84 is B-, 78-80 is C+.   To earn any grade above a C a student needs to achieve the appropriate average noted in the previous sentence.  A student needs to complete all assigned questions and short papers satisfactorily for a C.  Test grades, Possible Long paper, and Final cannot lower your grade below a C if you complete all assigned questions and short papers satisfactorily for a C.  
Class participation should strive for an empathic understanding of all philosophers and of other students and for a rich interpretation of these thinkers by each student for presentation to other students in discussion.

We follow the JMU Honor Code at www.jmu.edu/honor/code.shtml
We follow Adding/Dropping at www.jmu.edu/registrar/handbook.shtml
Contact with Instructor should be by email.  Do not call me at home.

We follow a generous application of disability accommodations at

www.jmu.edu/ods/accommodations/
We follow a generous application of JMU’s inclement weather policies at:  www.jmu.edu/JMUpolicy/1309.shtml
We follow a generous application of JMU’s religious observation accommodations at:  www.jmu.edu/syllabus
Methods of Evaluation
Tests, Short Papers and Assigned Questions, Long Paper Possible, and Final Exam.  I also observe all discussions.
Grading:  See above for weighting of all writing and testing and grading scale. 

Make-up tests and writing can be easily arranged for serious excuses.

Introduction

Jan. 10:  Pages  1-4:     Goal of the Course: Socrates and the Examined Way of Life  and Pages  5-7:     Reading, The Apology;  and Lecture on Socrates, pp. 8-10.
Jan. 12:  Pages  11-14:   Four Essential Points of World Religion and Philosophy  and Pages 15-29:  Four Points of World Religions Exemplified in Greek Philosophy

Ethics
Jan. 17:  Lecture on Aristotle’s Ethics.   Study Pages 50-61:  Questions and Reading for Aristotle’s Ethics, Book I and Pages 60-65:  Reading from Aristotle’s Ethics, Book II

Jan. 19:  Short Paper Assigned on Aristotle Ethics, to be distributed

Jan. 24:  Lecture on Mill’s Ethics.  Study Pages 66-75:  Questions and Lecture on J. S. Mill’s Ethics and Pages 76-80:  Reading, Greatest Happiness as the Fundamental Principle

Jan. 26:  Short Paper Assigned on Mill’s Ethics, to be distributed
Jan. 31:  Lecture on Kant’s Ethics.  Study Pages 81-86:  First Lecture on Kant’s Ethics with Questions and Pages 91-101:  Second Lecture on Kant’s Ethics with Questions
Feb. 2:  Short Paper Assigned on Pages 87-90:  Assignment on Kant’s Four Moral Problems

Feb. 7:  Assessment Day, No Classes 8 to 4.

Feb. 9:  Test in True/False form and in Multiple Choice.  Use all study guide questions to prepare; also know names and quotations of all thinkers from first week of lectures and readings.  Generally know main thesis of a lecture or reading, the main subdivisions of such, and the theme topics of every paragraph.
Determinism and Freedom in Human Nature
Also study on your own for the next test on Determinism and Freedom the following Aristotelian material on pages 27-29:  Questions Assigned for Reading Aristotle on Friendship and Pages 30-46:  Reading,  Aristotle on Friendship

Feb.  14:  Lecture on Skinner’s Determinism.  Study Pages 202-213:  Questions, Lecture, and Assigned Paper on B.F. Skinner’s Determinism

Also read Skinner-Rogers Debate from Canvas.

Feb.  16:  Assigned Paper on B.F. Skinner’s Determinism from p. 207.
Feb.  21:  Lecture on Carol Rogers on Determinism and Freedom.  Study Pages 214-219:  Questions, Lecture, and Assigned Paper on Carl Rogers’s Determinism and Freedom.  Also read Skinner-Rogers Debate from Canvas.

Feb. 23:  Paper on Carl Rogers from previous class assigned at the end of the lecture, pp. 218-219.
Feb.  28:  Lecture on Sartre on Freedom.  Study Pages 220-223: Questions and Lecture # 1 on Sartre and Reading from Sartre, Existential Man, Canvas.
Mar.  2:  Paper Assigned on Exemplification of either Pages 224-229:  Questions and Lecture # 2 on Sartre or Pages 230-235:  Questions and Lecture # 3 on Sartre

Mar. 14:  Test on Skinner, Rogers and Sartre and also Aristotle on Friendship
Social and Political Philosophy

Mar. 16:  Assigned Exercise, pp. 121-125,  Based on Mill’s Essay on Liberty (Of Individuality)  Pages 114-118.  Use Questions for Individualism pp. 102-105 for reading Pages 106-120:    Reading from Mill, “On Individuality” from Essay on Liberty

Mar. 21:  Pages 126-128:  Lecture on Gewirth’s Principle of Generic Consistency

Mar.  23:  Pages 129-130:  Assignment on Conflicts of Rights from Alan Gewirth 

Mar. 28:  Pages 131-142:  Lecture on Mead’s Concept of Rationality and Freedom and on John Dewey on Social and Political Values and State Authority

Mar.  30:  Pages 143-150:  Assigned Cases on Pragmatism and Social/Political Values
I may add some material On Marx’s Social and Political Philosophy, to be distributed for your own study and the test.

April   4:  Test
Philosophy of Religion

April   6:   Lecture on the Problem of Suffering, to be distributed
April  11:  Lecture on the Argument from Order in the Universe to God, Source of Order, to be distributed 
April  13:  Lecture on Pragmatism.  Study Pages 151-155:  Questions and Lecture on Pragmatism

April  15:  Lecture on The Will to Believe.  Pages 156-173:  Reading, James, The Will to Believe. With Questions and Pages 174-185:  Questions and Lecture on the Will to Believe

Apr. 20:  Lecture on Dewey’s Concept of the Religious.  Study Pages 186-190:  Questions and Lecture on Dewey, Religion vs. the Religious, and read Dewey essay on this material from Canvas
Apr. 25:  Assigned Questions:  Pages 191-192:  Questions for Reading from W. Stace, What is Mysticism, found in Canvas
Apr. 27:  Pages 193-201:  Lecture on Beyond Toleration,  An Existentialist Interpretation of the Natural World, the Moral World, and the Religious World.  I may require you to read also John Hick’s essay in Canvas, Religion as Interpretation. 
Final examination for section 6 is Thursday, 8-10, May 4, and for section 7, Tuesday, 1030-1230, May 2, in our classroom.

